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Clifton Tyler's Club... 

The oldest goose hunting club in Eagle Lake 
Preparing for waterfowl hunt- 

ing season each year goes far be- 
yond leasing land and hiring 
guides for Clifton Tyler. "One of 
the most often asked questions is 
why hunters can't hunt the natural 
ponds that form on the prairie," 
Tyler commented. 

The answer may surprise 
you... "Because there aren't any," 
he said. They hamper farming 
operations, so in working land 
farmers cut drainage slopes so the 
natural prairie formations will not 
hold water. 

Each year, Tyler and his crew 
rework those natural pond areas so 
they will hold water, at least for the 
season. Once drainage lines are 
closed, hunting operations depend 
on rain to fill them. If not, Tyler 
said he would even go to the ex- 
pense of having water pumped in. 
All in all, 20 to 30 ponds are cre- 
ated each year. 

Even after the ponds are cov- 
ered with birds, hunters aren't al- 
lowed to stalk their prey at the 

water's edge. Tyler stated the 
ponds are for attracting the birds 
into certain field areas and to hold 
them there. Without water, the 
birds would fly on to other areas. 

Tyler and his guides know 
where that water is and put hunters 
into an area a field or two away. 
This placement enhances the 
morning's hunt and explains the 
reason hunters need to be in the 
fields well before shooting time. 
They want to make sure all is ready 
when the birds come off the water. 

Clifton has a long history of 
working with visiting hunting 
groups and has been one of the top 
duck and goose guides in this area 
for more than 20 years. 

He has put that experience into 
his own duck and goose hunting 
club known as the Clifton Tyler 
Goose Hunting Club. It has thou- 
sands of acres of top rice land 
scattered across the Eagle Lake 
and Garwood prairies. 

The rice prairies of Eagle Lake 
and Garwood are the winter home 

for the largest concentration of 
wild geese in the world. 

"Run and Shoot" provides 
some of the best hunts of the year. 
All hunters enjoyed the action very 
much. 

"I was surprised by the number 
of successful decoying hunts. It 
had always been thought that by 
Feb. geese are too smart to decoy. 
This simply is not correct," Tyler 
said. "With proper conditions, we 
have enjoyed some outstanding 
decoying shoots. I believe that the 
main factor is a lack of hunting 
pressure during that time of the 
year. The geese are calm and in- 
clined to maintain their anticipated 
flight patterns." 

The Tyler Hunting Club will 
again offer the "Run and Shoot" 
which is for snow geese only. This 
will take place during late Jan. and 
Feb. when there's not much pres- 
sure in the fields, allowing the 
hunters and guides greater mobil- 
ity. It is also meant to be a fun time 
for everyone involved. 

The price is $75 per man which 
will allow those thinking about 
hunting geese, but not sure if that's 
what they would like to do, to take 
part in the experience without in- 
curring a large expense. 

Tyler's Club can accommo- 
date up to 60 hunters with a four- 
per-party minimum. 

A guide will be provided for 
each hunt from legal shooting time 
until noon only. Decoys, white 
spreads and parkas are furnished. 
Every guide has his own trained 
retrievers. 

Tyler, who has lived in this 
area all of his life, has experienced 

Free booklet offers simple tips 
to help keep hunters safe, warm 

This year, an estimated 15 
million licensed deer and duck 
hunters are expected to be in the 
fields nationwide, according to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Of course, part of the hunting 
experience is the camping experi- 
ence, as hunters head to cabins, 
tents, trucks, campers, RVs and 
other enclosures, to camp at their 
favorite sites. Keep warm and safe 
this hunting season by following 
these tips: 

•Wear layers of clothing in- 
stead of one piece. The air between 
the layers acts as insulation and 
keeps you wanner. 

•Keep your head covered. 
Wear a ski cap to bed 

•Use sleeping bags designed 
for  sub-freezing  temperatures. 

AUSTIN'S 
GROCERY 

...For the 
Best 

Homemade 
Country 

Sausage in 
Texas 

Beer & Soda 
Water 

at Everyday 
Low Prices! 

505 E. Main, Eagle Lake 

234-2574 

Use a waterproof bivouac sack to 
keep more heat inside. Place your 
sleeping bag on a foam mat 

•Carry a backpack with essen- 
tials like a first-aid kit, extra sock, 
gloves and high-energy foods 
snacks and bottled water. 

Insects 

•Keep food and water from 
freezing by packing clothing 
around them and keeping them 
close to your back in the backpack. 

•Make sure to keep dry - bring 
extra clothing. 

(See Booklet, Page 22) 

Continued from Page 20 
dog before the 28 days are up, 
you'll need to reapply the product 

5. If your dog already has fleas, 
then they're also in your home and 
yard. You can reduce chances of 
infestation by eliminating prob- 
lem areas where insects can 
spread, like pine thatch and leaf 
piles. Use a yard and kennel spray 
to keep pests under control. In your 

home, spray between all cracks 
and crevices on the floor and under 
baseboards. Also, use a home and 
carpet spray on upholstered furni- 
ture and pet bedding. 

Above all, never give up. Just 
10 fleas in your house could pro- 
duce 90,000 eggs in 30 days. The 
key is to take action now! 

EAGLE LAKE DRUGSTORE 

® 

PHARMACY 
•Prescription you may 

have left at home 
. 'Film 

•Disposable Cameras 
•Gift Items 

RADIO SHACK 
•Batteries of all 

kinds 
•2-Way Radios 

•Telephone to call home 
•Free Advice 

guides available for the hunter 
including: Bobby Marsalia Jr., 
Rod Adkins, Mike Mangum, Bob- 
by Joe Marsalia Sr., Neil Marsalia, 
Carl Thilenius, Paul Marsalia, 
Kenneth Blair, Gary Blair, Bryan 
Wiese, Michael Wiese, Steve 
Almanza, Rex Mobley, Matt 
Sbrusch and Clint Rawlinson.   . 

For reservations, you may con- 
tact Ida or Clifton Tyler at 409- 
234-3346 or 409-732-6502 (Co- 
lumbus); or write to 1139 Fannin, 
Columbus, Texas 78934. Or you 
may visit their web site at htm:// 
www.intertex.net/users/ida. 
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I      Radio Shack 
B 409-234-2502 702 S. McCarty S 

Attention Hunters! 
Make Just One Stop For... 

MasterCard • Discover • VISA 

ATV & Boat Repair 
EAGLE SERVICES 

DOMINIK MOSZKOWICZ 

401 W. FM 3013 • Eagle Lake, Texas 77434 

409-234-5766 

HUNTERS 
For Information Concerning 

LOCAL PROPERTIES 
CONTACT.. 

TRULY PROPERTIES 
129 N. McCarty Eagle Lake 

Sandy Bendy 4U9-234-377o 234-3925 
Or log on to our web site: www.eaglelaketxproperties.com 

• American Express • Prescription Cards Jj 
ikiinxniunnmiiiixmnniid! 
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TEXAS Size BBQ 
Sandwiches & Plates 

OPEN ALL DAYI 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday) 
Austin's BBQ 

& Catering 
Ron & Denice Janow, Owners 

...ORDER YOUR 
HOLIDAY 

TURKEYS & 
HAMS NOW! 
For 

Thanksgiving 
Pickup 

507 Main 
Eagle Lake 

234-525I 


